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Thank you Mr President,

The UK welcomes the progress made by Guyana since its last review in acceding to or ratifying a number of human rights instruments.  We are, however, concerned that it has yet to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, despite having committed to do so, and we encourage Guyana to do this as soon as possible.   

We also regret that Guyana rejected recommendations associated with the abolition of the death penalty in last review. Whilst we welcome that no executions have been carried out since 1997, and that the National Assembly amended the Criminal Law (Offences) Act to remove the mandatory death penalty for anyone convicted of murder, we understand that death sentences continue to be imposed in Guyana.  We encourage the government to establish a formal moratorium on executions with a view to eventually abolishing the death penalty.

Recommendations:

1 That Guyana repeals all legal provisions that discriminate against persons on the grounds of their sexual orientation or gender identity.
2 That Guyana ratifies the Optional Protocol to UN Convention Against Torture.
Thank you Mr President.
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